. By Dr. A. Donne. This subject is of especial interest at present, on account of attention being again awakened to the reabsorption of pus, and to the mixture of this fluid with the blood, supposed to occur both in phlebitis and metastatic suppurations consequent on traumatic lesions, and in severe internal diseases. Dance, in his excellent
memoir on Uterine Phlebitis, says, that "if we reflect on the analogy of the severe symptoms to those produced by the infection of the fluids by miasms, we shall conclude that, if the transport and mixture of pus with the blood during phlebitis are not actually demonstrated, (for direct inspection is often insufficient, and chemical analysis is not of great utility in this enquiry,) yet they are highly probable." Instating the evidence here as merely probable, Dance was right; as in many cases it is impossible to prove the fact, and observers differ in opinion as to the causes of the symptoms. The same may be said of abscesses following wounds, where the alteration of the blood is often admitted from analogy only. In such cases, any method of positively ascertaining the presence of pus in the blood would be highly useful. In the majority of cases where pus has been found mixed with blood, in severe internal diseases, there were centres of suppuration either in the veins or in the parenchymatous and vascular organs, as the liver and lungs.
In some fevers true metastatic abscesses have been found, where pus seems to have been deposited without any inflammatory action. M. Piorry inclines towards the opinion that, in these cases, the inflammation of the blood may give rise to the formation of pus in it; but it has not been actually demonstrated that in these diseases there is a mixture of pus with the blood: we do not at present possess any means of proving the presence of pus when it has lost its common physical characters by its mixture with blood.
The first point to determine is, whether pus may be considered as a uniform and identical fluid in all cases; or, at least, whether it always possesses certain essential and characteristic marks, whatever may be its difference of aspect. M To discover any alteration in the blood, it is at first necessary to examine it with the microscope: for this purpose a drop of blood is to be taken up by means of a glass rod, placed between two very clean slips of glass, and examined with a power which magnifies from two to three hundred times. If there is nothing unusual in the globules, the blood is as pure as we have any means of discovering: this experiment should be repeated several times, by taking specimens from different points of the mass of blood which is to be examined. On the contrary, if other globules are to be seen, the ammonia must be used to 
